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Return Service Requested

WE NEED YOU...

to open your hearts and homes to
become foster and/or adoptive
parents today.

For more information contact
Britney, Leah, or Marci in our
Huntsville office at
256-859-4481
or Mandy in our Florence office
at 256-767-1084.
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ALANA Meeting
Saturday, November 6, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.
Mastin Lake Church of Christ

Foster Parent Training & Thanksgiving Dinner
Thursday, November 18, 2010 at 6:00 p.m.
Madison Church of Christ
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Christmas Mov»etargl Sponsor

Name:

Address:

Phone: (H) ©)

Amount I Wish To Spend:

In the event that my donation exceeds the need at Christmas,
I would like to be contacted before my donation is used for
the benefit of AGAPE’s children throughout the year.
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Christwmas Gift Sponsor
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Name: E
Address: i
Phone: (H) (©) E
Sponsorship Amount:  $50 ___ $100 ____ ;

(One Child) $200 Other __________ 1
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“Christmas is not as
much about opening our
_presents as opening
our hearts.”

GAPE

of North Alabama, Inc.
NOVEMBER 2010
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Spread a Little Love & Cheer This Year!

Christmas for the Kids 2010

What:
“Who:
How:
When:
Where:

AGAPE’s Foster Children

Give gifts or money to be used toward this effort.
Due to our offices by November 12th

Please find the AGAPE tear-outs on the back of this
newsletter & mail with your donation to:

P.O. Box 3887, Huntsville, AL 35810 ‘]/ﬁ,a'ﬂﬁ'
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Happy Birthday!

Barbara Simms
Judy Hodges
Terry Martin
Christine Swanner
Elizabeth McCutcheon
Ellen Kliner
Bettye Hamric
Ann Minor

Mayfair Bridge Builders’ Class
Carl Harris

Steven & Mary Jo Harris

Honoring Loved
Ones

Isola Baites
“Happy 90th Birthday!”
Jim & Irma Steelman
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson H. Forbes
“Happy 50th Anniversary!”
George & Janice Smith

In Continued Memory

of Loved Ones

Earl Freeman
“Happy Birthday!”
Nancy F. Hughes

In Memory of
Loved Ones

Baker Bailey
Friends at Randolph
Church of Christ
Gayle Baker
Polly Baker
Wayne Barnes
Reba Harrington
Charlie Mae Bietz
Robert & Billye Phillips
Carl & Betty Jo Harris
Jim & Irma Steelman
Edna Crowe
Mabel Albright
Dean Boyd
Kenny & Barbie Webster
Wayne Brewer
Nancy Hughes
Opal Broadway
Mayfair Builders Class
David Campbell
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Toni Marie Carlisle Brocato
Rayon & Norma Carlisle
Charlie Brown
David & Janice Moore

‘\‘lg JUST ONE VOTE

On a sweltering summer afternoon in 1842, Henry Shoemaker was toiling as a hired
hand on a farm in Indiana. Suddenly he remembered it was Election Day, and he
had forgotten to vote. He had personally promised his vote to one of the candidates
running for state representative, a Democrat named Madison Marsh.

Shoemaker might be forgiven if he had ducked out on his civic duty and broken that
promise. But he didn’t. He saddled his horse, rode to the polling place, and cast his

ballot. As a result, Madison Marsh was elected... by JUST ONE VOTE.

At that time, state legislators elected U.S. senators. In January of 1843, Marsh and his
fellow Indiana lawmakers convened for just such an election. After much
maneuvering, Marsh changed his vote on the sixth ballot, electing Democrat Edward

Hannegan to the United States Senate... by JUST ONE VOTE.

Fast-forward to 1846. A sharply divided U.S. Senate was debating whether or not to
declare war with Mexico. A caucus vote was deadlocked until the absent Senator
Hannegan was called. He cast his vote, JUST ONE YOTE - the deciding vote - in
favor of war. One of the results of that war was that California changed hands from
Mexico to the United States.

Henry Shoemaker had no idea what he was setting in motion that day when he went
to the polls, never thought that his one vote would make the difference in peace and
war. But now that you know, NEVER EVER ASSUME THAT YOUR “JUST ONE
VOTE” DOESN’T COUNT.

- Rick Beyer
The Greatest Stories Never Told

While every election is important, I'm not sure - personally AND professionally -
I've ever seen one that’s more important than the one on Tuesday, November 2nd,

Not only will we be electing candidates to serve in practically every office in our
State, we’ll also be electing candidates to represent us in Washington - and by US,
I'mean US inclusive... our children and our senior citizens... singles and families...
blacks, whites, yellows and greens... professional and the undereducated and
unemployed.

BOTTOM LINE, this election is important and I encourage you - implore you, - to
participate. As you prepare to vote, please make time to consider each candidate on

his/her stance on the issues which are important to you and to Alabama’s children.

With you or without you, the election will occur. With that in mind, why not MAKE
YOUR VOICE HEARD... if not for yourself, then for ALABAMA’s CHILDREN?

They’re counting on you. (We all are!)

Executive Director

2011 G‘%j GAPE Calendar of Events

of North Alabama, Inc.

January 3 —Office closed for New Year’s Day
17 — Office closed for MLK Day
25—Foster Parent Training

21— Office closed for President’s Day
Benefit Dinner (TBA)

1-3 —Foster Parent Retreat

10 —Foster Parent Training

23— AGAPE Golf Classic (Hampton Cove)
30 — Office closed for Memorial Day
Adoption Celebration

Terrific Tuesday
Terrific Tuesday

July 4 —Office closed for Independence Day
Terrific Tuesday
Terrific Tuesday
21— AGAPE Dinner & Auction

August 27 — AGAPE Baby & Family Fair
September 5 — Office closed for Labor Day
October 25 —Fall Fest/Foster Parent Training

November 3—AGAPE Annual Dinner/Thanksgiving Dinner
24-25 — Office closed for Thanksgiving Holiday

December 10— Breakfast with Santa
23-26 — Office closed for Christmas
30— Office closed for New Year’s Eve

Children Giving to Children

On September 22nd, the children of Central
Church of Christ presented a generous

September 22, 2010
AGAPE

o Th
ousand Tul siundreq Forty-One and 4474 2,241 44
=l 00

The Central Elementary Kjgs

AGAPE wants to welcome Alyse Taylor to our staff. Alyse joined us
in September of this year as one of our Administrative Assistants. Some of
Alyse’s responsibilities will include acting as AGAPE’s bookkeeper, making
sure our staff and agency are in compliance with state regulations, handling
correspondence, and scheduling for Danny Holmes, AGAPE’s Executive

check for $2,241.44 to AGAPE.

Thank you for all your love, hard work
and dedication!

Director. Alyse and her family are members of the Madison Church of Christ.
She has been married to her husband, Zachary, for five years. They have two
children, a daughter, Aubree, and a son, Griffin. Alyse has lived in North
Alabama her entire life. Professionally, she has experience with bookkeeping,
office administration and childcare. Outside of work, Alyse enjoys spending
time with her family and friends, and in her free time, she also enjoys fishing,

camping, traveling, and college football. Alyse has a huge respect for people willing to share their lives with
a child or family in need. She is very excited about joining AGAPE because she wholeheartedly believes in

the work that we do... and we're very excited to have Alyse with us, too!

“Do not neglect hospitality, because through it some have entertained angels without knowing it.”

Hebrews 13:2




In Memory of
Loved Ones

Jennie Styles

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Dan Sullivan

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
James Larry Sweeton

Linda M. Gentle
Hugh Tate

Sue Pennington
Sherley Tate

Charles & Helen Stringer
J.T. Taylor

Bob & Billye Phillips
Rheta Tcherneshoff

Jim & Irma Steelman
Dorcas Throneberry

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Richard Wayne

Virginia Pope
Kevin Whitaker

Joel & Carol Whitaker
Linley Wilbourn

Dena Bear
Homer Wright

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
George Wright

Roy & Edna Taylor

Calvin Dahlke

David & Janice Moore
Nora Ann Wright

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Wilbur D. Wright

Warren & Clovis Smith

Donna Zahnd Burcham

Polly Baker

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Friedman

Patrick S. McRight

Margaret Ellenburg

Tony & Lisa Giarratana

Lynda Holbert

Glenn & Heidi Stokes

As of 10/22/10

This is a special time of
year to make all your
unwanted items
available to those who
will appreciate them!

Agape receives 20% of
the sale of your items.

WA

WC-CArc.com

SHOP WITH PURPOSE

Make a difference when you shop!

AGAPE has partnered with www.We-Care.com just in time for the holidays!
We-Care is an online shopping network that allows shoppers to choose the
organization they wish to receive a portion of their sales as a donation.
Just log in and select AGAPE of North Alabama as your favorite organization;
then choose from hundreds of popular retailers to purchase online throughout
the year, such as ebay, AT&T, Gap, Target & Enterprise Rent-a-Car.
Some retailers even offer special coupons when you shop!

Registration is free and takes less than one minute!

us onf
For AGAPE news and
updates search for AGAPE of North Alabama
Facebook and #dAliked us.
CAUSES tab on our page.
Dondt

forget to

suggest

. STAY IN TOUCH! o

m . . N . . m
Would you like to receive updates and communication via e-mail? m

m If so, please send us an e-mail with the subject line UPDATES to :::

danny@agapecares.org. We will only use your email for AGAPE m

m updates approximately once every six weeks. m
m L[}

ON-LINE GIVING

Help us provide Christian homes for children today!

Follow these directions for making a secure online donation
through PayPalwith your credit card or bank account.

- Visit www.agapecares.org
OSupport
oDonatebo6

-Click on
-Click on
* Donations are processed immediately, so all gifts received by

12/31/2010 will be recorded accordingly.
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w An Everyday Christmas

When I was a child, some of my favorite memories were of Christmas
morning --peeking around corners, sneaking in the living room to see what
surprises were in store, ripping packages open with delight. During Sean

Tuohy’s address at our The Blind Side Live event this year, he explained to us that

every day at the Tuohy home is just like Christmas because taking Michael Oher
in off the streets was and is so rewarding --and even exciting! In the same way,

we at AGAPE feel that you have provided many Christmases for us this year; we

have eagerly awaited the events and fundraisers that 2010 had in store, and we
have watched them unfold with bright and eager eyes. It is as if you have given
our children a never-ending holiday season this year! You have presented us
with gifts in these ways in 2010:

You attended and financially supported our 1st Annual Benefit Dinner,
featuring Sean Tuohy of The Blind Side, bringing in over $47,000 for our
children.

You helped to make our 14th Annual Golf Classic at Robert Trent Jones
one of the most successful tournaments in AGAPE history.

You made our 5t Annual Baby & Family Fair the largest in our history
with 1,147 attendees, allowing us to reach out to the Huntsville
community.

You gave generous donations, both in-kind and monetary, bought tables
and/ or tickets, and purchased items in support of our 15t» Annual
Auction & Dinner.

You have blessed us with various contributions in honor or in memory
of another, and your churches have graciously given financial support.

I ask that you remember AGAPE as 2010 comes to close. Although we

have had a promising year, you still have a chance to make a child’s day with
your gifts. Please consider these means of giving:

If you are part of a CFC campaign, please remember AGAPE. Our
number is 39960.

If you or your church group would like to support a foster child for
Christmas, please contact our office or see the back page for the tear off.
If you desire to make a last-minute contribution for tax purposes as 2010
ends, we would love to hear from you. Some convenient and new ways
to give are listed on page #6.

While we have had a year full of excitement and surprises, we must not

forget that these gifts are just as thrilling to our children. Through your prayers,
encouragement, and financial support, these children have received the ultimate
gift: exposure to Jesus Christ through godly homes. James 1:17 reminds us that
“every good and perfect gift is from above,” so we give God the glory for our
continued successes in our ministry.

We anxiously await the packages that will arrive in 2011!

P <gas

Director of Development

In Memory of
Loved Ones

Josef Bridges

Christa Babe
Stewart Burgreen

Ruth Boseck

Greenbrier Church of Christ

Maxine Burgreen
Wayne Burton

Jim & Irma Steelman

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
AC Carr

Sue Pennington
Henry Harwell Clark

Brooke & Amy Grubb

Linda M. Gentle
Jamie Coates

L.T. & Carol Spears

Kathy Burdette

Randall & Lisa Rivers

Ben & Margaret Ratliff

Tom & Selwyn Reynolds

Mario & Diane Piccoli

Lauren Hartung

Plainview Church of Christ

Danny & Amy Holmes

Charles & Jolyn Pearce

COLSA Corporation

Clyde & Georgine Jones

Toccopola H.S. Class of 1957
Keith Coates

Randall & Lisa Rivers
Mary Coggins

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Sharon Coker

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Rob Colson

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Dovard Counselman

Carl & Betty Jo Harris

Jim & Irma Steelman
Gladys Cramer

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Joe Davis

Mayfair Builders Class

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Elvis Denney

John & Gladys Branch
Nora Ferguson

Jim & Irma Steelman
Laura Foote

Greg & Paige Kemp
Thurman Frasier

Danny & Amy Holmes
Minnie Garner

Jane Lenoir
Lenora Gattis

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown

David & Jane Blankenship




In Memory of
Loved Ones

Brachel Gentle

Brooke & Amy Grubb
Lillie Gentry

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Shannon Gifford

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Ellie Gill

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Reba Glandon

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Peggy Good

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Julie Goodman

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Bob Grigsby

Greg & Paige Kemp
Frank Gunter

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Suzie Hambrick

Jane Lenoir
Hope Henry

Carl & Betty Jo Harris

Jesse & Linda Gentle

Brooke & Amy Grubb

Jim & Evelyn Harris

Kathleen Pierce

Betty Lewis

Danny & Amy Holmes

Carroll & Kendra Roberson

Margaret Rieder

Tony Hoover

Tony Pitsinos

Roberto & Ginger Santiago

Jim & Irma Steelman

Leroy & Ann Lusk

Thomas & Dera Evans

Jane Lenoir
Debra Hines

Jim & Irma Steelman
Dave Hinshaw

Dianne R. Whitaker
Thelma Hosch

Carl & Betty Jo Harris

Jim & Irma Steelman
Jonce Hubble

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Van Ingram

Annette P. Wheeler

Paul & Rebecca Click

Virginia Pope
Hollis Kennemer

Maxine Burgreen
Sue Kilpatrick

Danny & Norma Kilpatrick
Dora Landers

Mr. & Mrs. John Pierce
Jill Butler Lares

B.C. & Nancy Smith

=

;3;! FALL FESTIVAL §§

Each year, the AGAPE foster parents are
given the opportunity to receive free training
hours through our Foster Parent Training events.
Not only is this a wonderful way to network
with other foster parents, but it also provides a
fun activity for the children! It has been an
AGAPE tradition to combine the annual Fall
Festival along with a training opportunity for the
foster parents. On October 21st, the social
workers organized a fantastic Fall Festival
complete with food, games, crafts, costumes and
prizes! Judges determined that Evie Dickerson
was this year’s winner of the costume contest!

The staff and families shared a meal
together and then proceeded to our first game,
“Mummies & Daddies.” The children nominated
one parent of each family to be the Mummy, and
the families raced to be the first to completely
wrap their Mummy in toilet paper. The social
workers chose several other festive games such as
@ “Balloon Stomp,” “Eyeball Egg Race,” and “The

) Alphabet Spider Web.” This event was fun for the
whole family!
We are thankful for our foster parents and

the amazing work they do! L))
-

Meet the
Burgess Family!

AGAPE is very excited about
one of our newest foster families, Dan
and Leann Burgess. The Burgesses
both grew up and still live in the
Florence area. They have been .
married for seven years and have two beautiful daughter, Ava and Sam. Both
Dan and Leann work outside of the home; not only are they very involved in
church, but Dan also serves as youth minister at Macedonia Church of Christ.
Their friends and family describe Leann as loving, personable and insightful.
They describe Dan as responsible, kind and humble. When asked their
motivation for becoming foster parents, they both stated that they feel they
have the love, space and support from friends, church and their immediate
family to help children in need. Dan and Leann also said they feel that doing
foster care is a responsibility that God has placed on their hearts.

We welcome the Burgess family to AGAPE!

2010 “Foster Parent of the Year” Award

AGAPE honored Patti Jones as the 2010
Foster Parent of the Year at our Annual Dinner on
Y October 14, 2010. Patti has been a dedicated foster
§ _a’s| parent since 2003. She has provided a loving.
: nurturing, Christian home for many children, and
% . some have stayed in her home for several years at a
2 v by . . ..
L time. Patti has adopted one son and is in the proc-
‘* ess of adopting another foster child. When asked
L ’ what motivated her to become a foster
) parent, she stated that she has a lot of love and time
to offer children in need. Anyone who knows Patti
can testify that she is a selfless person who continually pours out love on every child
in her home. Thank you, Patti, for continuing to provide compassionate care for north
Alabama’s most vulnerable population.

2010 “Friend of The Children” Award

At this year's Annual Supporters'
Dinner, AGAPE of North Alabama, Inc. was
honored to present Rick Shotts with our
first-ever "Friend of the Children" award. This
award will be given annually to an individual
who, through his/her public or private
support of AGAPE, has proven him/herself to
be a "Friend of the Children" and the families
we serve. For a number of years, Rick has
supported AGAPE behind the scenes, work-
ing both personally and professionally to help us whenever and however the oppor-
tunity presented itself. Rick and his wife, Lori, along with their children, attend the
Meridianville Church of Christ, where Rick serves as a deacon over foreign missions.

2010 “Spirit of AGAPE” Award

This award was presented in recognition of Jack and Wesley Zeanahfor their
continued corporate support of AGAPE’s ministry at our Annual Supporters' Dinner.
Jack and Wesley are owners of North Alabama Fabricating Company, which is a
family owned and operated business that was started in the early 1950s. For the last
several years, Jack, Wesley and NAFCO have blessed AGAPE financially. Their
willing, giving, and loving spirit towards the children of AGAPE has allowed us to
serve many children and families in a great way. Jack and Wesley attend the Beltline
Church of Christ in Decatur. (Picture not available.)
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A peci al AThank:

The Staff and Board of AGAPE of North Alabama, Inc. e

wish to thank Mrs. Kathleen Tate and her incredible group of e
hel pers for another absolutely deliciou
Dinner. Mrs. Tate, along with the Ladies and Gentlemen who *
assist her, are blessings to AGAPE, to our supporters and, *
most importantly, to the children and families we serve. W
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In Memory of
Loved Ones

Lloyd Layton

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Katherine Loftis

Carl & Betty Jo Harris

Jim & Irma Steelman
Robert Lollar

Greg & Paige Kemp

Bob & Lillian James

David & Janice Moore
Dr. Steven Lynch

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Betty Massey

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Katie Mosley

Nancy F. Hughes
Betty Mayo Mountain

Berlun & Ann Jackson
JoAnn Mullican

Jim & Irma Steelman
Charles Morris

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Linda Nelms

Lynda Holbert
Nellie Green Odum

Christa Babe
Frank Parris

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
George Parsons

Roy & Edna Taylor
Mary Pate

Greg & Paige Kemp

David & Janice Moore
Veta Posinski

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
James Potter

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Jim Ray

Kathleen Pierce

Jane Lenoir
Diane M. Robinson

Annette P. Wheeler
William Shaw

Annette P. Wheeler
Hulan Smith

Kathleen Tate

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown

Lynda Doud
Martha D.H. Smith

rogke & Anyy Grubb
yieré Fzﬁlni

Solberg

Mayfair Bridge Builders Class

Minnie Speck

Lincoln Church of Christ
CurtinSpeigoey |

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Brown
Beatrice Stansell

Greg & Paige Kemp

Bob & Lillian James

Suppor




