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Call us today for  
more information 
about reserving  

your team or  
sponsoring  

this tournament! 

14th Annual AGAPE Golf Classic 
Robert Trent Jones at Hampton Cove  

(The Highlands Course) 
May 24th 2010 

7:30 a.m. Registration 
8:00 a.m. Shotgun start 

1:00 p.m. Lunch 
$600 for foursome 



 

Happy Birthday 
 

Vickie Eason 
Dot Frahm 
Phyllis Ridley 
Rheba Phillips 
David Campbell 
  Mayfair Builders’ Class 
Lauren Blair Balentine 
  Rejetta Balentine 
Joshua Bryan Balentine 
  Rejetta Balentine 
Margaret Rieder 
  Linda Gentle & family 

 

Honoring Loved 
Ones 

 

Isola Baites 
 Happy Mother’s Day 
  Nell W. Baites 
Leah B’Smith 
  Mr. & Mrs. AC Gibbons 
Jessica Hullett 
   Candi Renee Holliday 
Kay Reed 
  Anonymous 
Donna Burcham 
  Walter Harris 
 

In Memory of  
Loved Ones 

 

Tom Barkley 
  Dianne Whitaker 
Raye Benefield 
  Polly Baker 
Daisy Bennett 
  Nell W. Baites 
James Blair 
  Ruth Boseck 
  Maxine Burgreen 
Lucille Bostick 
  Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rector 
  Jean McGee 
  Fred & Pam Allen 
Carol Boyette 
  Carolyn McBride 
Toni Marie Carlisle Brocato 
  Ray & Lee Carlisle 
Evelyn Clark 
  Linda Parker 
  John & Diane Lynn 
  Jim & Irma Steelman 
L.C. Clendenon 
  Carol Whitaker 
  Jim & Irma Steelman 

Common Sense from an Uncommon Man  
 
I don’t know about you, but, in this day and age, it’s difficult for me to endorse anyone as a 
role model, much less a hero. Every time I turn around, it seems like one of the individuals 
we’ve been told to respect or look up to has proven him- or herself to be more of a heel than 
a hero. 
 
That’s what makes this column so odd. Even though I should know better, I feel compelled to 
share the common sense of what I’d consider “an uncommon man”: Tony Dungy. 
 
Many people won’t recognize Tony Dungy’s name. 
If you’re not a football fan, that’s understandable. 
While they won’t recognize his name, they will  
recognize and admire his passion (not his vocation 
[football], but his passion [caring for needy  
children]). 
 
Tony Dungy is a former professional football player 
and retired head coach of the Indianapolis Colts. 
During his seven years leading the Colts, he became 
the first African-American coach to win a Super 
Bowl. He was also one of the most respected and 
popular coaches in the league. Colleagues – even those he coached against – consider him to 
be a family man of great faith and great character. 
 
Recently, while being interviewed by Dr. James Dobson of Focus on the Family, Coach 
Dungy acknowledged proudly, “I think adoption is a great way to pour yourself into another 
person’s life and, if you have the resources to do it, I think it’s a phenomenal Christian  
outreach, showing God’s love. We (Tony and Lauren, his wife of nearly 28 years) have three 
young (adoptees) now who are 8, 7 and 2½ and my wife actually wants another one. I told 
her, ‘If we do, I’ll be 72 at the high school graduation’… so I’m trying to talk her out of it. It 
has been special and those three kids have been such a blessing to us. I do feel like the Lord 
just... put the perfect family and the perfect kids together and we’ve been really blessed and I 
think it’s a great way to reach out.” 
 

Dungy continued with a common sense  
exhortation, “One thing I said a while back, too:  
if we want to be pro-life – and we all say we are 
as Christians – then we’ve gotta provide  
alternatives for the woman who can’t take care 
of a baby. We say, ‘Don’t have an abortion,’ but, 
if we’re not willing to help out and take care of 
(that baby), then that’s not the right message. I 
think we have a responsibility. Adoption is a 
tremendous (pro-life) alternative.” 
 
What a common sense observation! It’s easy to 
claim to be pro-life but, in this case, it’s not 
enough to “talk the talk” – we also have to “walk 
the walk” by providing practical alternatives to 
young mothers who are seeking answers. As 
Coach Dungy stated, “we all have a  
responsibility”. 
    
 
    Executive Director 

Dungy wrote Uncommon: Finding Your Path to Significance. The book, released in 2009 by Tyndale House 
Publishers, focuses on what it means to be a man of significance in a culture that is offering young men few  
positive role models. 

 
We say, ‘Don’t have an 

abortion,’ but if we’re not 
willing to help out and take 

care of (that baby), then 
that’s not the right message. 

I think we have a  
responsibility.  



   
In Memory of  
Loved Ones 

 

L.C. Clendenon 
  Danny & Norma Kilpatrick 
  Scotty & Celine Sparks 
Keith Coates 
  William & Sarah Howard 
  Charles & Jane Crane 
  Lynda Doud 
  Anne Bradley Simmons 
  Lynda Doud 
  Ted & Faye Randolph 
  Danny & Amy Holmes 
  LT & Carol Spears 
  Lauren & Robert Hartung 
  Nada Martin 
  Mario & Diane Piccoli 
  Mr. & Mrs. Charles Piccoli 

  Ernest & Shirley Hargrave 
  Parker Counts 
  Toccopola High School Class  
     of 1957 
  Alan & Kathleen Murphy Family 
  Plainview Church of Christ 
  Bill Pearson 
  Janell & Jackie Whitaker 
  Ronald & Kathy Burdett 
  The Hansel Fooshees 
  John & Bobbye Ashley 
  Jay & Dot Bachelor 
  Steve & Debbie Chandler 
  Ted & Faye Randolph 
  Herman & Rose Giffin 
  Janice McCarley 
  Lola Moon 
  Cheryl Hason 
  Rob & Wanda Barlow 
  Carolyn Shedd 
  Jack Washner 
  Linda Mooneyhan 
  Vicki Davis 
Faye Cooper 
  Mr. & Mrs. Dale McGee & Ryan 
  Mr. & Mrs. JJ Brown & family 
Gladys Cooper 
  Peggy Wallace 
Jerry Crabtree 
  David & Faye Jones 
Mary Buntley Creson 
  Mr. & Mrs. Brooke Grubb 
Laquita Daniel 
  West Huntsville’s Golden Seniors 
Carmine DeSanctis 
  Buck & Alma Sanders 
  Kathleen Pierce 
 

 A Successful Start to 2010 for AGAPE 
 

What a successful start to 2010 AGAPE has experienced! It is already time to hit the 
links for our 14th Annual Golf Classic on May 24. Get those teams together, and be ready for 
a great day on the course! 

There has been a lot happen over the course of the last four months for the good of 
AGAPE, including The Blind Side Live Benefit Dinner, the donation of an estate, and the 
beginning of a relationship with The Saving Way Thrift Store. Below you will find out a little 
more about how each of these situations has impacted AGAPE over the past few months. 
 

The Blind Side Live 
The Blind Side Live benefit dinner was held on March 30 and is now part of 

AGAPE’s history, but this event will never be forgotten because of the inspirational message 
and passion shared with us by Sean 
Tuohy. The Blind Side, which was   
nominated for an Oscar for “Best       
Picture” earlier this year, told the story  
of the Tuohy family taking a homeless 
teenager into their  Memphis home and 
eventually  adopting him. The teenager 
was Michael Oher, who became a star 
offensive lineman at Ole Miss and a   
first-round NFL draft pick last year. 

The Blind Side Live had local   
support from community leaders Mayor 
Tommy Battle, Sheriff Blake Dorning, 
District Judge Allison Austin, Superintendent Ann Roy Moore, and others were in attendance 
that evening. This first-time event for AGAPE brought in over $47,000 for the children and 
families AGAPE serves across the twenty-two most northern counties of Alabama. If you 
were not able to attend, you surely missed out on an incredible evening.  

That night Sean challenged us to be cheerful givers and make the most out of the 
opportunities God puts in our lives. Sean compared being a cheerful giver to Christmas  
morning. Christmas morning brings excitement and joy into our lives when we see our family 
opening gifts and enjoying the time together. He left us with this question: Why not make it 
Christmas every day by being a cheerful giver? He closed by urging each listener to stop the 
cycle of letting kids like Michael fall through the cracks by failing to see the opportunities 
God has placed before us. 
 

Estate Sold 
This past December, I met a great family that supported AGAPE in a most generous 

way. This family was saddened by the loss of their father, who lived here in North Alabama; 
yet, his daughters wanted to continue their father’s generosity to charities by donating his 
house and the contents of it to AGAPE in his memory. This donation has helped AGAPE net 
over $40,000 through the sale of the house and contents within. Donations like these help 
AGAPE build a strong foundation and provide a way for us to serve more children. 
 

The Saving Way Thrift Store 
AGAPE receives 20% of the sale price of your donated items! We have 

received several hundred dollars from this great work and our relationship with The Saving 
Way. The store takes donations of clothing, books, jewelry, house wares, sporting goods, and 
general merchandise on behalf of AGAPE. If you choose to take your donation by the store, 
please mark with a piece of tape or a tag noting that your item(s) are being given to benefit 
AGAPE. Stop by the store and support AGAPE; The Saving Way is located here in       
Huntsville at 3020 University Dr NW. If you have any large items, please call (256) 503-4404 
to have your tax-deductible donations picked up! 
 

We are looking forward to many more great events and opportunities to see God’s 
love in action. Thank you for your continued support! 

 
 
 
            Director of Development 



 
In Memory of  
Loved Ones 

 

Junior Dover 
  Linda Parker 
Thelma Entrekin 
  Danny & Amy Holmes 
William A. Fortenberry 
  Leroy & Ann Lusk 
Jerry Freeze 
  Jim & Irma Steelman 
Gertie Gilbreath 
  Tony & Jean Mathias 
  Dave & Louise Mellberg 
  Jim & Mary Michels 
Doris Guyton 
  Dale, Jan, Ryan McGee 
Marion Graves 
  Ruth Boseck 
Georgia Gwin 
  Lincoln Church of Christ 
Aline Heffington 
  Mayfair Church of Christ 
  Larry & Mary Montgomery 
  Elizabeth McCutcheon 
  Bob & Lillian James 
  Ken & Merry Barfield 
Lorene Henson 
  Linda Parker 
Katherine Hewitt 
  Jim & Mary Michels 
Rhonda Hill 
  Danny & Norma Kilpatrick 
  Linda Parker 
Alice Odell Hunter 
  Jim & Irma Steelman 
James Hutton 
  Ron & Ann Vaughn 
  Ron & Sara Adams 
  Alvie & Regena Hoover 
  Dave & Louise Mellberg 
Van Ingram 
  Teresa Layden 
  Sue Pennington 
Reba Jackson 
  Jim & Irma Steelman 
Mary Johnson 
  Nell W. Baites 
Angie Kucera 
  Kathy Johnson 
Brenda Lynn 
  Jim & Irma Steelman 
Robert Maye 
  Polly Baker 
Marlene McArthur 
  Janell & Jackie Whitaker 
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In Memory of  
Loved Ones 

 

Gus McKinney 
  Janell & Jackie Whitaker 
Bobby McSweeney 
  Tony & Jean Mathias 

Lois Murphy 
  Lincoln Church of Christ 
Helen Musselman 
  Speed & Roberta Kastorff 

Lillie Mae Owens 
  West Huntsville’s Golden Seniors 
  Mr. & Mrs. James Earnest 
  Clara Spittler 
  Dave & Louise Mellberg 
  Gail P. Matthews 
  Reba Jo Jacobs 
  David & Faye Jones 
  Betty & Ron Baldwin 
Jerry Passon 
  Speed & Roberta Kastorff 
Bill Pierce 
  George & Jackie Warren 
Terrace Prince 
  Rex & Linda Graben 
Anita Pigg 
  Jim & Irma Steelman 
Edith Powell 
  Ruth Boseck 
  Linda Parker 
  Loretta Jones 
  John & Suzanne Walton 
  Maxine Burgreen 
  Isola Baites 
Fransic Richard 
  Linda Parker 
Frances Richard 
  Peggy Wallace 
Dianne Robinson 
  Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rector 
Florence Rodman 
  Ruth Boseck 
Nelle Lacy Waite Russell 
  Brooke & Amy Gentle Grubb 
Davis W. Ryals, Sr. 
  Bob & Lillian James 
Don Schrimsher 
  Carolyn Mcbride 
  David & Faye Jones 
Skipper Schultz 
  Jim & Irma Steelman 
Milo Shearer 
  Greg & Paige Kemp 
Charlie Smith 
  Danny & Amy Holmes 
 

Four of AGAPE’s Families Celebrate  
their Adoption Finalizations! 

 
AGAPE is celebrating with four of our 

families on finalizing their adoptions. On 
March 8, 2010 Jace was adopted by his 

family in Lauderdale County. This was a 
special occasion because he was Judge 
Mitchell’s first adoption in Lauderdale 
County’s newly renovated court room. 

Jace was approximately seven months old 
at the time of the finalization and had lived 
with his adoptive family since he was just 
five days old. He was welcomed by his big 

sister and brother. Grandparents and  
cousins were also present for this celebration. Following his adoption, Jace’s parents 
threw a party to celebrate with family and friends at his grandparents’ home. Jace is 

described as being a happy baby who brings joy to the whole family. 
 
 
 

Also on March 8, 2010, Jenna was welcomed 
to the family by her parents and grandparents. 

Jenna’s two older brothers, who were also 
adopted, were able to attend the finalization  

as well. Jenna was approximately four months 
old when her adoption was finalized. She was 
placed with her adoptive parents directly from 

the hospital in November. Jenna is an  
adorable little girl who is lovingly referred to 

by her father as his “sweet baby.” 
 

 

On April 14, 2010, Javian was adopted 
through foster care. He has been a part of 
the foster family since he was two weeks 
old. Javian will soon be turning two years 
old in June.  He was the foster family’s 
very first placement. He is described as 

very happy and loving. Javian was  
welcomed by a family of eleven. When 

asked to describe Javian, his mother  
answered, “He’s my world!” Javian is 
such an asset to our AGAPE family! 

 
 

On Aril 27, 2010, Dakota was also adopted through our foster care program. Dakota 
turned twelve years old on March 26th. He has been a part of this family since June 

of 2009. Dakota has never met a stranger and has been very involved in making  
decisions about his adoption. He was very excited about being able to be a part of 
this family. Dakota was welcomed with an adoption party with his church family 

along with his new adoptive family. 
 

The AGAPE staff is very proud of these families and we have been so blessed to 
play a significant part of each child’s life. 



 
In Memory of  
Loved Ones 

 

Herman & Helline Smith 
  Paul & Margie Smith 
Mae Spencer 
  Calvin & Brenda Seales 
  Jerry & Gail Kizzire 
  Joe & Connie Hollis   

Mae Spencer 
  Charles & Faye Hollis 
  Dessie BoBo 
  Jean McGee 
  Dale, Jan, Ryan McGee 

Granny Stafford 
  AG & U. Barney   
Rubye Strickland 
  Tom & Judy Strickland 
Marie Street 
  Linda Parker 
Harry Sumrall 
  Jean & Tony Mathias 
Emert & Lottie Swafford 
  Paul & Margie Smith 
Donald Tubbs 
  Dave & Louise Mellberg 
Ann Turner 
  Linda Parker 
  Jim & Irma Steelman 
Sybil Umphrey 
  Charles & Helen Stringer 
David Underwood 
  Kathleen Tate 
Andrew Vaughn 
  Ron & Sara Admas 
  Doug & Pam Wise 
Elizabeth Ann Vickrey 
  Melvin & Virginia Hutson 
Foundation 
Zelma Vogt 
  Carl & Betty Jo Harris 
  Kathleen Tate 
  Danny & Amy Holmes 
Charlene Watson 
  Bennie & Earline Pinckley 
  Bud & Wanda Watson 
Jo Webster 
  Ruth Boseck 
James William Zahnd 
  Morgan Co. Schools Maint.  
    & Trans. Dept.  
  Allison Roberts 
  Donna Zahnd Burcham 
  Walter Harris 
    As of 4/26/2010 
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  The next time you’re tempted to say, “God can’t use me to help the  
  children because I’m…”, consider this:  God uses imperfect people  

  to do incredibly perfect things, e.g., helping with His  
  (and AGAPE’s) children! 

 

· Abraham was old. 
· Isaac was a day dreamer. 

· Jacob was a liar. 
· Joseph was abused. 

· Moses stuttered. 
· Gideon was afraid. 

· Rahab was a prostitute. 
· Timothy was young. 

· David had an affair and was a murderer. 
· Elijah was suicidal. 

· Jonah ran from God. 
· Job was bankrupt. 

· Peter denied Christ. 
· The disciples fell asleep. 

· Martha worried… and worried… and…. 
· Zacchaeus was too short. 

· Paul was a fanatic. 
 

  When you’re tempted to say, “No,” slow down and ask, “Why not?”   
  Philippians 4:13 says, “I can do all things through Him who  

  strengthens me.”   – adapted 
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We need YOU… 
 
 
 
 

 

to open your hearts and 
homes to become foster  
and/or adoptive parents  

today. For more information 
contact Britney, Leah, or 
Marci in our Huntsville  

office at 256-859-4481, or 
Mandy in our Florence office 

at 256-767-1084.  



P. O. Box 3887 
Huntsville, AL 35810 

(256) 859-4481 
www.agapecares.org 

www.agapebabyfair.org 

Return Service Requested 

Please accept this Memorial/Honor Gift  
 

In Memory of: ______________________________ 
 

In Honor of: ________________________________ 
 

For: ____________________________(Occasion) 
 

Please send acknowledgement to: 
 

Name: _____________________________________ 
 

Street: _____________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip:_______________________________ 
 

This gift is from: 
 

Name: _____________________________________ 
 

Street: _____________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

City, State, Zip: ______________________________ 
 

Please clip and mail to: AGAPE of North Alabama, 
PO Box 3887, Huntsville, AL 35810 

 

Staff Members: 
 

Danny Holmes 
Executive Director 

Robby Koester 
Director of Development 

Vicki Rhodes 
Director of Social Services 

Leah B’Smith 
Asst. Director of Social Services 

 
 
 

 

Marci Blackshear 
Social Worker 

Britney Shoemaker 
Social Worker 

Mandy Hollaway 
Case Worker  

Mona Madaras 
Social Services Assistant 

Courtney Pruitt 
Administrative Assistant  

 
 

Board Members: 
 

Keith Skinner, Chair 
Sandra Shipman, Vice Chair  
Carroll Roberson, Treasurer 

Ruth King, Secretary 
Jack Caudle 

Don Champion 
Craig Cheek 
Jay Dryden 
Kevin Gray 
Ashley Jones 

 

 

Billy Lenoir 
Cheryle Luchini 
Bennie Pinckley 

Bob Rieder 
Carroll Roberson 

Barry Scott 
Celine Sparks 
Irma Steelman 

Martha Washington 
Belinda Williams 
David Yielding 

 
 
 
 

 
May 24, 2010  

14th Annual  Golf Classic 
Hampton Cove Golf Club 

7:30 a.m. Registration 
8:00 a.m.  Shotgun Start 

 
July 22, 2010  

Dinner & Auction 
Davidson Center  

6:00 pm 
 

August 28, 2010 
Baby & Family Fair 

East & West Halls, VBC 
10:00 am -  3:00 pm 

 
October 14, 2010 
Annual Dinner 

Mayfair Church of Christ 
6:00 pm 


